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women. Environment, ancestry, the mental and moral 
condition of the prostitutes and thieves, received careful 
consideration. All the defects and normal standards 
were of pure Russian race. The author, like all women 
of observation and reason, realizes that prostitutes, as 
a rule, follow their calling from preference, and return 
to it voluntarily even when provided with the means 
of earning a respectable and comfortable living. This 
abnormal choice seemed to indicate a mental defect, 
associated with defective physical development. Facts 
appear to substantiate this assumption. The average size 
of the cranium was found to be less and the face larger 
than among women of orderly lives. The average height 
was slightly less, and there were physical signs of degen¬ 
eration, such as asymmetry of the face, malformations of 
the cranium and the face, and of the ears, defective denti¬ 
tion, vaulted palate, etc. As to ancestry, intemperance 
existed in the parents of one hundred and twenty-six, and 
both parents of fifty were drunkards. Six per cent, had 
epileptic and three per cent, insane parents. Hereditary 
syphilis existed in four per cent. Intellectually, the pros¬ 
titutes were below the standard of normal womanhood. 
The habitual thieves were found to be somewhat superior 
to prostitutes, mentally and physically. They occupied a 
middle position between them and orderly women, and 
were somewhat taller than the latter. Intemperance, epi¬ 
lepsy and insanity existed in the parents, in the proportion 
of forty-nine per cent., four per cent, and two per cent. Of 
these women, three-quarters of their number presented two 
or more signs of physical degeneration. L. F. B. 

A VIEW OF HYPNOTISM. 

Ur. R. W. Felkin, in the “ Edinburgh Medical Journal,” 
in his paper on Hypnotism, or Psycho-Therapeutics, thus 
summarizes Moll’s ideas in regard to the production of hyp¬ 
notism : We see how easily a suggestion given to a hypno¬ 
tized person is received. A movement is suggested ; it is 
at once made. An objective idea is suggested, and the 
necessary delusion is produced. In ordinary life suggestions 
are received and acted upon; but when hypnotized, a person 
is more impressed, because the hypnotizer assures him of 
the expected result. The newest researches in psychology 
lead one to expect this. When a person is hypnotized, 
there is a paralysis of inhibition produced. In other words, 
the person hypnotized is only capable of passive observa¬ 
tion. He is unable to correct by other senses an impression 



PERISCOPE. 


53 

placed before him by the hypnotizer— e. g.. a hypnotized 
person is told that he sees a dog ; he believes he does see 
it because he cannot use his eyes to correct the imagination 
of a dog called to his consciousness by the spoken word. 
Active consciousness is inhibited ; passive consciousness is 
awake. When out of several impressions one is chosen by 
the action of the will, and observation is fixed upon that 
one, there is an active observation ; when out of several 
impressions one forces itself upon the consciousness to the 
obliteration of all others, then there is only passive con¬ 
sciousness. L. F. B. 

MOTOR SYMPTOMS OF THE OCULAR 
APPARATUS. 

Dr. C. H. Oliver, in an original paper in the “American 
Medical Sciences,” announces the result of four years’ work 
at the State Hospital for the Insane, at Norristown, Pa.; 
made an analysis of the motor symptoms and conditions of 
the ocular apparatus as observed in imbecility, epilepsy, 
and the second stage of general paralysis of the insane. 
His conclusions were: (i) That in idiopathic epilepsy of 
the male adult, even when the stage of dementia has been 
reached, both the intra- and the extra-ocular motor group¬ 
ings seemed, as a rule, to remain unimpaired, both as to 
innervation and to active impulse, although in some 
instances curious innervations and limitations of action 
seem to exist. (2) That in the lower grades of imbecility, 
as seen in the male adult, which have resulted from mal¬ 
formations or disease of a minor degree than that producing 
so-called idiocy that have supervened in infancy or oc¬ 
curred before birth, both the intra- and the extra-ocular 
muscle grouping, as a rule, remains unaffected, both as to 
innervation and as to proper action ; in fact, they seem 
ordinarily to retain their original condition without any 
pronounced indications of wear and tear—a condition that 
most probably evidenced very little abuse of a delicately 
poised muscular apparatus. (3) That in the second stage 
of paresis, as seen in the male, both the intra- and extra¬ 
ocular motor groups are in all instances more or less 
paretic, as evidenced by inequalities and irregularities of 
pupillary areas, with peculiarities in irides movements and 
in less ciliary tone and power, ns well as by extra-ocular 
insufficiencies and ataxic nystagmic motion, all indicative 
of imperfect muscle innervation and inadequate muscle 
action. B.M. 



